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Agenda
• Introduction and Background—Judy Snow
• Overview of the Smarter Accessibility Guidelines—

Magda Chia
• Transitioning to the Smarter System—Gail 

McGregor
– Draft Crosswalk
http://opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/DraftCrosswalkC
RTSmarterAccommodations.pdf
– IEPs

• Designating Accessibility for Students—Judy Snow
• Q&A
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Transitions Spring 2014

CRT and CRT-Alternate
• Science CRT and CRT-

Alternate, grades 4,8 
and 10 (these will 
continue through 2016)

• Reading and Math 
Alternate, grades 3-8 
and 10

• State, district, school, 
and student reports

Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium 
Field Test

• Mathematics and 
English Language Arts 
(ELA)

• Grades 3-8 and 11
• No reports
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Accommodations

Current
• —-will remain 

same.  Guidance is 
online.

• --specific to ACT.  
Guidance is online. 

• —unique to ELP.  
Guidance is online. 

Transition to Smarter
• Usability, Accessibility,  

and Accommodations
• Tools, supports, and 

accommodations
• Manuals online on OPI 

field test site:
• http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum

/MontCAS/index.html#p7G
Pc1_8
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Magda Chia
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Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium

Magda Chia, Ph.D.
Director, Support for Under-represented Students

2014 Assessment and Data Conference
Helena, Montana
January 16, 2014
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Agenda
• Guidelines
• Six categories of resources
• Embedded and non-embedded
• Resources in different categories
• Questions and Answers
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Usability, Accessibility, and 
Accommodations Guidelines

9

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/word
press/wp-
content/uploads/2013/09/SmarterBala
nced_Guidelines_091113.pdf



Common Accommodations 
Policy

For the secure summative assessments, a state can only 
make available to students the universal tools, 
designated supports, and documented accommodations 
that are included in the Smarter Balanced Usability, 
Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines. 

A member state may elect not to make available to its 
students, any universal tool, designated support, or 
documented accommodation that is otherwise included 
in the Guidelines when the implementation or use of the 
tool, support, or accommodation is in conflict with a 
member state’s law or regulation, policy. 
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Guidelines Structure
• Introduction

– Purpose and intended audience
– Briefly addresses Framework and ISAAP

• Three main sections on resources
• References
• Appendices

– Summary of supports
– Research lessons
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Graphic
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Six Categories (1 of 2)
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Six Categories (2 of 2)
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Resources—Different Categories
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Creating the Conditions for 
Student Success
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• Identifying and Documenting Student-Specific 
Supports to Best Measure Learning



A larger toolbox to consider as new tests are 
phased in

Spring 2014 – Measured 
Progress
• Science - Grades 4, 8 

and 10

Spring 2014 – Smarter 
Balanced
• Math, Grades 3-8 and 11
• ELA, Grades 3-8 and 11
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Guidance Documents:  Smarter
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Guidance Documents:  CRT
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How do they fit together?
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Crosswalk between Current System 
and Smarter Balanced System
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We Know
that 
Transitions 
Take Time

January 2014 22



Think Short Term and Long Term 
Approaches to Planning Supports
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Use what you know about 
how a student learns best!!

Gathering 
Information to 
Guide 
Decisions 
About Needed 
Conditions and 
Supports
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Becoming familiar with 
what tools are 
available when – one 
state’s approach
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Longer Term Planning Approaches:  
Potential Sources of Information

• Student (interview)
• Teacher 

(former/current)
• Parents

• Student performance 
data 

• Learning Style 
Inventories

http://wvde.state.wv.us/strategy
bank/LearningInventories.html
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Classroom Accommodations 
Worksheet

Elliott & Thurlow, 2006         
Available online (Appendix B):  
http://opi mt gov/pdf/Assessment/CRT/TA/11AccommodationManual pdf
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Documenting Needed Supports on 
the IEP/504 Plan:  Bare Bones
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An Integrated Approach  Across the IEP
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(continued)
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Action Plan

• School Teams
• IEPs

– Crosswalk
– Communication
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Designating Accessibility for 
Students 

TIDE
• Test Information Distribution Engine
• For designating accessibility for students
• Information entered into TIDE at the 

District and/or school level
• OPI will provide training and guidance
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OPI Assessment Contacts

Ashley Makowski, Assessment Administrative Assistant
• 406-444-3511 amakowski@mt.gov
Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist
• 406-444-0748 yfield@mt.gov
Pam Birkeland, Special Projects 
• pbirkeland@mt.gov
Judy Snow, State Assessment Director
• 406-444-3656 jsnow@mt.gov
Gail McGregor, Research Professor, University of Montana
• (406) 243-2348  mcgregor@ruralinstitute.umt.edu
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